
 

SAMACHAR 
Volume XXXXIV No. 2                                                                     MAY. 2012 

 
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

Dear All, 

I hope everyone is looking forward to warm spring and summer. I would like to share few highlights from past three months 

of activities and also about upcoming events; 

 

Once again, ICA had a very successful Republic Day event – it was well attend by the members of ICA and in attendance 

were Hon. Ralph Goodale, Minister Bill Hutchinson, MLA Trent Wotherspoon and Councilor Louis Browne. 

 

ICA conducted the open house for Hindi School which led to increase in enrollment of new students to the Hindi School. 

Most Recently, officials from Indian Consulate, Vancouver visited Regina for issuing Visas, OCI, & PIO cards – It was 

very well attended by the members/nonmembers (60 in total) visited and applied Visas, PIO cards and OCI.   

 

Currently Mosaic Preparation is underway and it is schedules to be on May 31, June 1&2 2012 at the Orr Center on 4400 

4th Avenue, Regina. We are currently working with Regina Multicultural Council (RMC), finalized the food vendor, also 

other logistics to make this event successful this year.  

 

 AMBASSADORS:  Rani Bilkhu and Neeraj Saroj 

 YOUTH AMBASSADORS: Arjun Srinivas & Priya Bilkhu 

 FOOD CHAIRS: Poonam Sood, Meena Bhardwaj, Vaijayanthy Aravinthan 

 PASSPORT CO-CHAIRS: Rajeev Mital and Neeraj Saroj. 

 ICE CREAM CO-CHAIRS: Ashmita Makwana. 

 TREASURER: Manoj Goswami 

 HALL MANAGER: Hem Bilkhu 

If you would like to Volunteer for Mosaic event, please contact me 351-2726 or Neeraj Saroj 535-7319, Thanks for the 

support. 

 

As always ICA Board is excited to carry forward the momentum and make this events grand success. 

I want to extend my sincere thanks to the Board members, Advisory council, Patron and most importantly the Volunteers 

for their outstanding support and help to make ICA an outstanding organization in Regina. 

  

Ranjith (Ran) Narayanasamy 

President, ICA of SK. 
Edited by:          Kavita Ram and Renu Kapoor.  

Published by:     INDIA CANADA ASSOCIATION 

                            P. O. Box 3373, Regina 

                            Saskatchewan  S4P 3H1 
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ICA OBJECTIVES 

 

 To promote social, cultural, and 

educational understanding 

between members of the East 

Indian Community and other 

residents of Canada 

 

 To promote and retain the 

language and cultural traditions of 

our community as they are 

essential components of 

multiculturalism. 

 

 To act as a representative body of 

the East Indian Community and 

participate in all activities those 

are of interest to the community. 

 

 To co-operate with like-minded 

agencies and organizations in 

every possible way towards 

realization of these objectives. 

 

 

ICA CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR 2012 
 

 

INDIA Republic Day Saturday, January 28/2012  

 

ICA Semi AGM Sunday, April 15/ 2012 

 

  

Mosaic May 31, June 1, 2 /2012 

 

Hindi School Graduation Sunday, June 9/2012 

 

India in the Park Saturday, August 18/2012  

 

Hindi School Begins  

September, 2012 

India Supper Night Saturday, September 29/2012 

 

Gandhi Jayanti Sunday, October 07/2012  

 

 Diwali Friday,  November 16/2012 

 

ICA AGM Meeting December, 2012 

 

 

 

 

 
visit: www.indiacanadasask.ca 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2012 ICA EXECUTIVE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

                              P Save a tree.   Please don't print this e -mail unless it's really necessary.   

                                    Please note: As an ICA Board policy an electronic version is free to all. 
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Past President Mrs. Rani Bilkhu 359-1641 ranibilkhu@sasktel.net 

President Mr. Ranjith Narayanasamy 351-2726 ranjithno1@gmail.com 

Vice-President Mr. Neeraj Saroj 789-9062 neerajsaroj@hotmail.com 

Secretary Mr. Ganesh Prasad  cgprasad@gmail.com 

Treasurer Mr. Manoj Goswami   

Public Relations Ms. Kavita Ram 781-2381 kavitaram@sasktel.net 

    

Directors: Ms. Ashmita Makwana 737-5408 amakwana@live.ca  

 Mr. Rajiv Sarna   

 Mrs. Meena Bhardwaj 565-0009 meenabhardwaj@hotmail.com 

    

Youth Rep.  Mr. Arjun Khalburgi   

 Ms. Priya Bilkhu 359-1641 ranibilkhu@sasktel.net 

Advisory council    

Patron Mrs. Indira Datta   

 Mrs. Renu Kapoor 585-0318 rkapoor@sasktel.net 

 Mr.  Sandeep Kalra   

 Mrs. Neelu Sachdev 789-5254 iwsdirector@accesscomm.ca 

 
 
 

 
Visit: www.indiacanadasask.ca 

 
 

 

     
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

mailto:ranibilkhu@sasktel.net
mailto:ranjithno1@gmail.com
mailto:neerajsaroj@hotmail.com
mailto:cgprasad@gmail.com
mailto:kavitaram@sasktel.net
mailto:amakwana@live.ca
mailto:meenabhardwaj@hotmail.com
mailto:ranibilkhu@sasktel.net
mailto:rkapoor@sasktel.net
mailto:iwsdirector@accesscomm.ca


Page 4 of 16 

 
 

 
 

Visit: www.indiacanadasask.ca 

http://www.indiacanadasask.ca/
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MARK YOUR 

CALENDAR! 

INDIA CANADA 

SUPPER NIGHT 2012 

SEPTEMBER 29, 2012 

CONEXUS ARTS 

CENTRE 
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MESSAGE FROM YOUR YOUTH REPS: 
 

 

 

 

MOSAIC 2012 
REGINA’S CULTURAL FESTIVAL 

MAY 31, JUNE 1,2 /2012 

CALL FOR 

VOLUNTEERS/PERFORMERS 

MOSAIC 
Can you dance? Can you sing? Come and showcase your talents at the Mosaic 

India Pavillion 2012!!!! 

 

CONTACT: 

 

Priya Bilkhu at  priya.kumari@hotmail.ca 

Arjun Kalburgi at askalburgi@gmail.com 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  

  

mailto:priya.kumari@hotmail.ca
mailto:askalburgi@gmail.com
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YOUTH AMBASSADORS MESSAGE: 
India is the second most populous country in the world, and the biggest, oldest democracy on earth. Few 

countries in the world have such an ancient and diverse culture as ours. Stretching back over 5000 years, 

India's culture has been enriched by successive waves of migration. Its physical, religious and racial 

variety is as immense as its linguistic diversity. Underneath this diversity lies the continuity of Indian 

civilization and social structure from the very earliest times until the present day. India is known for their 

richness in religion and culture. In India there are many people of different background, yet we all come 

together as one beautiful nation. Some religions include Hinduism, Muslim, Christianity, Sikhism, 

Buddhism, Jainism, Parsi and many more…four of which are the greatest world populations! The 

diversity in India does not come in short in linguistics either, within the nation there are 22 official 

languages plus another estimated 1600 minor languages and dialects spoken. These include Bengali, 

English, Gujurati, Hindi, Kashmiri, Marathi, Nepali, Punjabi, Urdu and two official classical languages 

Sanskrit and Tamil. At this time we’d like to send out a message of great appreciation for this year’s 

mosaic committee, these amazing locals help you being our India and her great characteristics in front of 

the public’s eyes, enough for the community of Regina to fall in love with what we are proud to call our 

home. Join us in this unique festival at the India Pavilion, Mosaic. on May 31st, June 1st and June 2nd 

at the Orr Center! Our pavilion has been glowing since the inception of Mosaic in Regina. We open the 

door to our world of cultures, traditions, various diversities and the beauty of colors and costumes. Feel 

free to join us in the rhythm of music that is around the pavilion. The colorful and exotic Indian clothes 

and jewellery are on sale for you to own. Decorate your hand like an Indian bride at our mehendhi stall. 

Also know your future from our palmist and astrologist. Also, as youth ambassadors of our community 

will be organizing time schedules for the entertainment during Mosaic, therfore if you or another you 

know of would like to take part in the festivities please let us know to make this year's Mosaic one to 

remember! If there is any ingering question, please feel free to contact us for answers!  

  

Wish you all a very memorable time here. 

Priya Bilkhu- 359-1641, priya.kumari@hotmail.ca 

Arjun Kalburgi- 584-8929, askalburgi@gmail.com  

  

 

http://mailto:priya.kumari@hotmail.ca/
http://mailto:askalburgi@gmail.com/
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ICA WAS PROUDLY REPRESENTED BY OUR 

YOUTH ON APRIL 28, 2012 AT THE 

MULTICULTURAL DAYS FESTIVAL IN WEYBURN, 

SASKATCHEWAN. 
  



Page 9 of 16 

 

                               
School year 2012-2013 has begun and we welcome everyone for an opportunity to learn 

Hindi and there is a pretty good reason for it.  Hindi ranks fifth amongst the  most widely 

spoken languages in the world in the SIL’s (Summer Institute of Linguistics, Inc.) list of 

the largest languages of the world with 182 million speakers in 20 countries, India being 

the primary country .(Ethnologue, 16
th
 Edition, 2009 

Mission: 

The school’s mission is to promote and foster the Hindi language and culture in a 

multicultural Canada. We do this through teaching students to speak, read and write Hindi 

and to identify themselves with the culture through various cultural activities like songs, 

dance and speeches which are part of the various events and celebrations like Mosaic, 

Gandhi Jayanti, Republic day, Independence day etc. 

visit: www.indiacanadasask.ca 

 

 

 

Methods: 

http://www.indiacanadasask.ca/
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 The school’s curriculum is designed to expose students to various aspects of 

language learning not only through whiteboard method of teaching but also through 

educational games, stories, poems and speaking sessions. We strive to make it possible for 

the students to be able to use the language confidently.  

 

 

 

visit: www.indiacanadasask.ca 

Class structure: 

We have two groups of students, the senior group and the junior group. This facilitates 

easy learning for the students according to their age. Lessons are planned separately for the 

two groups. 

Visit: www.indiacanadasask.ca 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

  India Canada Association of Saskatchewan Inc. 
I.C.A. 

 

    

 

   

http://www.indiacanadasask.ca/
http://www.indiacanadasask.ca/
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In Memoriam 

 

 

Dr. Manjarabad ( Sethu) Raju 

 
Dr. Sethu Raju a long time friend of India Canada Association died at age 83 on March 31, 

2012 in Victoria, BC. He was a dedicated Professor of Biology at U of R for over 30 years 

and was well liked by his students and colleagues. 

 

Dr Raju served on ICA board as Secretary and was also the editor for the Samachar for 

many years. He was a very active member of our Association. He spent hours compiling 

articles for Samachar and played a key role when we had the Unveiling of Gandhi Statue 

on October 2, 2002 and Madhubani Art Exhibition in June 2002. 

 

Dr Raju moved to Victoria, BC a few years back but he continued his ICA yearly 

membership and wrote few articles for the Samachar  too. He was very active member of 

Victoria Hindu temple as well. 

 

On Behalf of ICA, I would like to express our deepest condolences to his daughter Sylvia 

and son David during this difficult time. 

 

 

 

Renu Kapoor 

Advisory Committee, ICA 

& personal friend 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Visit: www.indiacanadasask.ca 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.indiacanadasask.ca/
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SAMACHAR announcement re: WEBSITE 
11 October 2011 
 
JOIN ICA ON THE WEB 
 
In April of this year, ICA went "live" with our very first website. This is a dynamic place for 

ICA members and the broader community to get up-to-date information on events, programs, and 
relevant news. 

 
Check the homepage often for frequently updated announcements, and watch the special 

"Year of India in Canada" content which rotates regularly in the sidebar on the homepage. 
 
Since its launch, the ICA website has attracted a thousand visitors and nearly 3000 page 

views. Over 50% of that traffic has come from search engines (like Google), and the most popular page 
on our website is the events calendar. There was a noticeable spike in visits near the dates of our “Year 
of India” events. While most of our site visitors are in Canada, we are excited to see 57 visitors came 
from India, 30 from the US, and handfuls from Denmark, UK, UAE, Philippines, Australia, and even 
Nigeria! 

 
What's more, we are now able to showcase energetic and colourful photographs from 

various ICA events on the new ICA Flickr page. Also recently launched is the ICA channel on YouTube 
where video clips will be housed and tagged for all of you to share with your friends and networks. 

 
If you have ideas about the ICA website, or would like to be involved with our web strategy, 

we would love to hear from you through the "Contact us" page. 
 
Links you should bookmark: 
ICA website:   www.indiacanadasask.ca 
Contact us: http://www.indiacanadasask.ca/content/contact-us 
ICA on Flickr page: http://www.flickr.com/photos/indiacanadasask/ 
ICA on YouTube: http://www.youtube.com/ICAsask  
 
See you online! 

 

http://www.indiacanadasask.ca/
http://www.indiacanadasask.ca/content/contact-us
http://www.flickr.com/photos/indiacanadasask/
http://www.youtube.com/ICAsask
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Visit: www.indiacanadasask.ca 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PS: Check out photos from Year of India events online: 
http://flickr.com/photos/indiacanadasask  
And stay on top of ICA news at http://indiacanadasask.ca  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.indiacanadasask.ca/
http://flickr.com/photos/indiacanadasask
http://indiacanadasask.ca/
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INDIA IN THE PARK –CONEXUS ARTS CENTRE 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 18 2012 
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COMMUNITY CALENDER: 
 

REGINA MULTICULTURAL COUNCIL 
EXTRAVAGANZA 

 
WHERE: CORNWALL CENTRE, REGINA 

WHEN: SATURDAY, MAY 12, 2012, 12:30PM 
 

PLEASE JOIN US IN YOUR TRADITIONAL INDIAN DRESS FOR  A 
PARADE REPRESENTING ALL CULTURES IN REGINA 

----------------------------------------------------- 
 

INTERFAITH CELEBRATION  
DIAMOND JUBLIEE OF 
QUEEN ELIZABETH II 
SUNDAY, JUNE 3/12 

2:00PM 
KNOX METROPOLITAN UNITED CHURCH 

REGINA 
ALL ARE WELCOME TO THIS MULTIFAITH 

PRAYER 
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2012 India Canada Association (ICA) Membership Form 

 

 

NAME:   _________________________          SPOUSE: ______________________________________ 
      Family Name                       First name             Family Name                      First Name 

 

ADDRESS: _______________________________________________________________ 

 

CITY:  __________________PROVINCE: ________POSTAL CODE:__________ 

 

TELEPHONE: ______________________________________________________________ 

   Home         Business 

 

EMAIL: _____________________________________ 

 

NAME(S) OF CHILDREN: _____________________  AGE:  __________SEX: _________ 

 

    _____________________  AGE:  __________ SEX: _________ 

 

 

FAMILY HOBBIES AND INTERESTES:  ________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

SUGGESTIONS FOR THE ASSOCIATION: ______________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

CHILDREN’S INTERESTS:  ____________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
FEE SCHEDULE: - FAMILY ($20) – SINGLE ($10) – STUDENT AND SENIOR (RETIRED) ($5)  

                      LIFE MEMBERSHIP FOR SENIOR RETIRED SINGLE/COUPLE: $ 50.00 

Family membership for 5 years ($ 90) 

 

NOTE:  Please mail the completed Application Form to; 

   ICA, P.O. Box 3373, Regina, SK S4P 3H1 

   Or give it to an ICA executive member. 

              Or E-mail ICA at ica_regina@hotmail.com. 

 

 

REMINDER: ICA publishes 4 issues a year.   

If you would like to get this samachar by email  

Please provide us with your email address.  

             SIGNATURE:  ____________________  

                   Remember, membership has benefits! 

                                                                                                       DATE:  ____________________ 


