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President’s Message
“To serve humanity is to serve God the creator”
I am extremely happy to wish each one of you the very best of living in Regina Saskatchewan, with all the
challenges we face with the weather here in the world famous Prairies. I also take this opportunity to wish
everyone a very pleasant 2015 and hope that this year will bring all the peace, joy and happiness to become
the best version of what the creator wants us to be. I thank the ICA Board and all its members for electing
me as the President for this current year 2015 and look forward to serve the community with zeal and zest
in honesty, integrity, sincerity and make every effort to make ICA a warm, supporting, friendly association.
I also thank the past Board members, the founder members and the well-wishers especially the Provincial
Government of Saskatchewan for their great work and contribution towards the ICA and their commitment
to carry their continued support for the present and the future. I am very happy to announce that we had a
great Republic day celebrations on February 1st 2015 with a lot of cultural programme and active
participation from the local community along with the representatives from the Provincial Government.
At the AGM of December 16, 2014, a new board was elected and we were thrilled to have some great new
members with great professional backgrounds, who have volunteered to serve the community in the best
way possible. The theme for this year in ICA is “Interaction with the other communities living in Regina,
Saskatchewan” as a first step we have interacted with the local chapter of The Knights of Columbus, a
Global Christian Catholic Charity Organization-Fr Burns Group to jointly celebrate St Patrick’s day on
March 10th 2015 at St Cecile’s Church, Rosemont, 13th Avenue off Lewvan’s drive. We are looking at
swapping this programme with Holi celebrations for this year only our focus for this year will be to help
the community in many different ways and to name a few
Consular services for the community members
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Bring in the culture of India to the people of Saskatchewan
Provide Hindi language education to the children and adults of the community
Encourage membership among other communities living in Regina to truly make ICA an IndoCanadian Community. I once again thank all the community members for giving me an opportunity
to serve you.
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ICA CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR 2015
 To promote social, cultural and
educational understanding between
members of the East Indian
Community and other residents of
Canada.
 To promote and retain the language
and cultural traditions of our
community as they are essential
components of multiculturalism.
 To act as a representative body of the
East Indian Community and
participate in all activities those are
of interest to the community.
 To co-operate with likeminded
agencies and organizations in every
possible way towards realization of
these objectives.
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India Republic Date

January 26th Monday
Celebrated by ICA on
Feb 1st Sunday
afternoon

ICA Semi AGM

April 26th Sunday

Indian Consulate Visit

To Be Announced

Mosaic 2015

June 4th ,5th and 6th

Hindi School Graduation

June 13th Saturday

Independence day
celebrations

August 15th 2015
Saturday

Hindi school Begins

Saturday September
12th

India Supper Night

Saturday September
26th

Gandhi Jayanthi

October 3rd Sunday

Diwali

November 14th
Saturday

SAMACHAR
2015 ICA EXECUTIVE BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Past
President

Mr. Nish Prasad

533-0977

nishchal@sasktel.net

President

Mrs. Poonam Sood

789-9426

poonamsood@sasktel.net

VicePresident

Mr. Vijay Chandora

216-0098

chandora@outlook.com

Secretary

Mr. Gurjot Sandhu

209-0275

Gurjotsandhu09@gmail.com

Treasurer

Mrs. Poornima Praveen

216-8838

a.naga.poornima@gmail.com

Public
Relations

Mr. Agnel A George

205-3130

agnel_5@hotmail.com

Directors

Dharmesh Gandhi

527-6970

dharmeshgandhi@hotmail.com

Gary Grewal

596-5153

Garygrewal007@hotmail.com

Mukesh Maramum

501-6784

mukeshmaramum@gmail.com

Makhan (Mike) Sharma

352-5562

hsharma@sasktel.net

Rishi Thakar

541-1143

rthakar@yahoo.com

Neha Sharma

352-5562

Patron

Mr. Krishan Kapila

789-6759

Advisory

Mr. Ved Arora

586-4746

Arora61@hotmail.com

Advisory

Mr.Joginder Bhangu

584-0325

joginder@hotmail.com

Advisory

Mr.Ranjith Narayanswamy

352-3237

Ranjith1@gmail.com

Youth Rep
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Gandhi Jayanthi Celebration 2014

Republic Day Celebration 2015
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MOSAIC 2015
REGINA’S CULTURAL FESTIVAL
June 04, 05 & 06

CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS/PERFORMERS
Can you dance? Can you sing? Come and
showcase your talents at the Mosaic India
Pavilion 2015!!!! at ORR Centre, 4th Avenue and
Lewvan Drive
CONTACT: Nish Prasad at nishchal@sasktel.net / Poonam Sood at
poonamsood@sasktel.net / Gurjot Sandhu at gurjotsandhu09@gmail.com
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ICA Hindi School
School year 2014-2015 has begun and we welcome everyone for an opportunity to
learn Hindi and there is a pretty good reason for it. Hindi ranks fifth amongst the
most widely spoken languages in the world in the SIL’s (Summer Institute of
Linguistics, Inc.) list of the largest languages of the world with 182 million speakers
in 20 countries, India being the primary country .(Ethnologue, 16th Edition, 2009

Mission:
The school’s mission is to promote and foster the Hindi language and culture in a
Multicultural Canada. We do this through teaching young kids and adults to speak,
listen, read and write Hindi and to identify themselves with the culture through
various cultural activities like songs, dances, role plays, skits, poems and speeches
which are part of the various events and celebrations like Mosaic, Gandhi Jayanti,
Republic day, Independence Day, Diwali etc. Along with learning Hindi, the
students are always encouraged to develop their interpersonal and communication
skills by becoming youth assistant to the language teacher, attracting great benefits.

Methods:
The school’s curriculum is designed to expose students to various aspects of
language learning not only through whiteboard method of teaching but also through
educational games, quizzes, stories, theatrical plays, poems and speaking sessions
and regular participation in cultural events. We strive to make it possible for the
students to be able to use the language confidently. Our strong focus is not only
developing the fluency of a student in Hindi, but also we pay great attention towards
writing and reading aspect of Hindi which is equally important.
Our teachers are highly experienced and educated in the field of second language
teaching. As part of regular professional development process, it is made sure that
the teaching staff is up-to-date with the ongoing training and development through
workshops, educational conferences and seminars.
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Class structure:
Considering the variance of age groups of our school students, we have inculcated
the approach of two groups of students - the senior group (the young students and
adults) and the junior group (Small kids). This facilitates easy learning for the
students according to their age. Lessons are planned are developed separately and
carefully for the two groups and is always a mix-and-match of cultural and theory
learning lessons.

Session Information:
After the winter break of a month, ICA Hindi School is commencing its second
session of 2014-2015 classes from January 10, 2014 (Saturday: 3:00 p.m. – 5:00
p.m.) at Balfour Collegiate, Regina.
Observing 2015 India’s 66th Republic Day on January 26th, but ICA celebrated on
February 2nd 2015.ICA Hindi school students are enthusiastically participating in the
colourful celebrations.
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किसी भी िार्य िे अंत में ममला फल, उसिी सच्ची उपल्बद्धि नही होती। परं तु उस लक्ष्र् िो
प्राप्त िरने हे तु मार्य पर चलते हुए िठिनाईर्ों िा सामना िरते हुए हमारे भीतर जो र्ुण
द्धििमसत होते है , िही सच्ची उपल्बद्धि होती है ।
Meenakshi Manocha
Principal - Hindi School

Growing Up with ICA

I was just 8 years old when I came to Regina. I went to school, learned English,
talked in English, did everything in English. It was a great experience but as I went
about my days, I felt as if something was missing. The absence I was feeling was
filled when my parents introduced me to ICA's Hindi school. I felt intrigued to learn
hindi again, as it had started to fade away into a corner of my memory. As I started
the journey to read, write and speak Hindi fluently, I also got the opportunity to take
part in cultural events such as Republic Day, Gandhi Jayanti, Diwali and Mosaic.
The cultural events and the Hindi classes reconnected me with a part of my culture
and enlivened in me a spirit to never let such an important part of myself fade away
ever again. Present day, I am a teacher at the very same ICA Hindi School that I
stepped foot into 8 years ago as a student. I try to encourage and engage my students
in learning Hindi in hope to one day see them carry forward the torch of education
and
culture.

By: Jaskirat Josan
ICA Hindi School Teacher
NB: Hindi school will have open house on March 28 th at Balfour Collegiate
between 3.00PM and 5.00PM-Please contact Meenakshi Monocha at 216-7101or
Poonam Sood at 789-9426.
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Tanniss Colibaba, a Regina girl and granddaughter of ICA member Myrna Borth has
made the city proud. She has come a long way, performing on stage during Mosaic
to performing in fashion shows in Paris, Milan, New York and London. She also
features on some of the major fashion magazines.
The family has thanked ICA for giving Tanniss the encouragement and the
confidence to go this far. ICA wishes Tanniss all the best in her model career and
look forward for her participation in the India pavilion in the future Mosaics.
ICA congratulates her and is pleased to share some of her modeling pictures.
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(ICA) Membership Form
2015 India Canada Association
NAME: ________________________SPOUSE:______________________________________
Family Name First name Family Name First Name

ADDRESS: _______________________________________________________________
CITY: __________________PROVINCE: ________POSTAL CODE:__________
TELEPHONE: ______________________________________________________________
Home Business
EMAIL: _____________________________________
NAME(S) OF CHILDREN: _____________________ AGE: __________SEX: _________
_____________________ AGE: __________ SEX: _________
FAMILY HOBBIES AND INTERESTS: ________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
SUGGESTIONS FOR THE ASSOCIATION: ______________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
CHILDREN’S INTERESTS: ____________________________________________________

FEE : - FAMILY ($20) – SINGLE ($10) – STUDENT AND SENIOR (RETIRED) ($5)

LIFE MEMBERSHIP FOR SENIOR RETIRED SINGLE/COUPLE: $ 50.00

Family membership for 5 years ($ 90)

NOTE: Please mail the completed Application Form to;
ICA, P.O. Box 3373, Regina, SK S4P 3H1
Or give it to an ICA executive member.
Or E-mail ICA at ica_regina@hotmail.com.
REMINDER: ICA publishes 4 issues a year. If you would like to get this Samachar by email
Please provide us with your email address.
SIGNATURE: ____________________
Remember, membership has benefits!
DATE: ____________________
Page
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JOIN ICA ON THE WEB
In April of last year, ICA went "live" with our very first website. This is a dynamic place for
ICA members and the broader community to get up-to-date information on events, programs, and
relevant news. Check the homepage often for frequently updated announcements, and watch the
special "Year of India in Canada" content which rotates regularly in the sidebar on the homepage.
Since its launch, the ICA website has attracted a thousand visitors and nearly 3000 page
views. Over 50% of that traffic has come from search engines (like Google), and the most popular
page on our website is the events calendar. There was a noticeable spike in visits near the dates
of our “Year of India” events. While most of our site visitors are in Canada, we are excited to see
57 visitors came from India, 30 from the US, and handfuls from Denmark, UK, UAE, Philippines,
Australia, and even Nigeria!
What's more, we are now able to showcase energetic and colorful photographs from
various ICA events on the new ICA Flickr page. Also recently launched is the ICA channel on
YouTube where video clips will be housed and tagged for all of you to share with your friends and
networks.
If you have ideas about the ICA website, or would like to be involved with our web strategy,
we would love to hear from you through the "Contact us" page.
Links you should bookmark:
ICA website: www.indiacanadasask.ca
Contact us: http://www.indiacanadasask.ca/content/contact-us
ICA on Flickr page: http://www.flickr.com/photos/indiacanadasask/
ICA on YouTube: http://www.youtube.com/ICAsask
See you online!

PS: Check out photos from Year of India events online:
http://flickr.com/photos/indiacanadasask
And stay on top of ICA news at http://indiacanadasask.ca
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