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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Wishing you All a Happy New Year.
Thank you for your confidence in me and giving me the opportunity to serve as the president of ICA. I am sure
you all had a lot of fun with all the exciting and successful programs that we had this past year. On December 05,
2010 at the AGM we had a good turnout and participation and our New Executive Board was elected. This year
we as the board of ICA are hoping to make it more exciting as some of the programs are already in place. As was
announced at the AGM we have an extra special year this year 2011 as we show case our country to the
community at large with the celebration of “YEAR OF INDIA”.
_ Republic Day Celebrations will be held on Saturday January 29th 2011 at the Balfour Collegiate Auditorium at
2pm. Please join us in celebrations on this very special occasion.
_ Hindi School classes will begin on Saturday January 08th 2011.
_ India Supper Night is scheduled for Saturday September 24, 2011 at the Saskatchewan Conexus Art Center

We have a very exciting year of many events that will be taking place over and above our usual programs for the
celebration of Year of India we will be keeping you all informed as we have more details for the programming.
We have once again a very dedicated Board and Advisory Council and we will continue to promote and show
case the Indian Culture for years to come. Please join me in welcoming the 2011 Executive and Advisory
Council.

Rani Bilkhu
President ICA

Edited by:
Published by:

Yashu Bither, Rani Bilkhu and Renu Kapoor.
INDIA CANADA ASSOCIATION
P. O. Box 3373, Regina
Saskatchewan S4P 3H1



Save a tree. Please don't print this e-mail unless it's really necessary.

Please note: As an ICA Board policy an electronic version is free to all.

ICA OBJECTIVES

ICA CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR 2011

 To promote social, cultural, and
educational
understanding INDIA Republic Day
between members of the East
Indian Community and other ICA Semi AGM
Mosaic
residents of Canada
Hindi School Graduation

 To promote and retain the
language and cultural traditions of Independence Day
our community as they are Music Program
essential
components
of
Hindi School Begins
multiculturalism.
India Supper Night

 To act as a representative body of Gandhi Jayanti
the East Indian Community and
participate in all activities those ICA Cultural Diwali
are of interest to the community.
ICA AGM Meeting

Saturday January 29, 2011
Sunday Apr 17, 2011
Thu-Sat Jun 02-04, 2011
Saturday Jun 18, 2011
Monday Aug 15, 2011
??
Saturday Sep 10, 2011
Saturday Sep 24, 2011
Sunday Oct 02, 2011
Saturday Oct 29, 2011
Sunday Dec 4, 2011

 To co-operate with like-minded

agencies and organizations in
every possible way towards
realization of these objectives.
2011 ICA EXECUTIVE BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Past President
President
Vice-President
Secretary

Mr. Yashu Bither
Mrs. Rani Bilkhu
Ms. Kavita Ram
Ms. Mandeep Sachdeva

584-9352
359-1641
781-2381
596-9700

Treasurer
Public Relations

Mrs. Juanita Pandya
Mr. Rajeev Mital

565-3945
569-4954

ybither@sasktel.net
ranibilkhu@sasktel.net
kavitaram@sasktel.net
mandeep_sachdeva2001@yahoo
.com
jpandya@sasktel.net
rajeevmital_ca@yahoo.com

Directors:

Ms. Ashmita Makwana
Mr. Neeraj Saroj
Mrs. Meena Bhardwaj

737-5408
789-9062
565-0009

amakwana@live.ca
neerajsaroj@hotmail.com
meenabhardwaj@hotmail.com

Youth Rep.

Mr. Arnav Jatukaran
Ms. Priya Bilkhu
Mrs. Renu Kapoor

789-9062
359-1641
585-0318

arnav77@hotmail.com
ranibilkhu@sasktel.net
rkapoor@sasktel.net

Mr. Gary Grewal
Mrs. Beulah Fernando
Mrs. Neelu Sachdev

586-4746
586-1373
789-5254

garygrewal007@hotmail.com
bfernando@sasktel.net
iwsdirector@accesscomm.ca

Advisory council
Patron
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Join the many other students that have taken part in Hindi school. You will learn a variety
of things from Writing and reading Hindi to Indian dancing and singing bhajans. See the
many different perspectives of India from the several cultural programs that we take part
in. You can start today. All you have to do is register. We are welcoming kids from age 5
and up.

Where: Balfour collegiate
When: Saturdays 3:00 pm – 5:00 pm
Contact:
Zinnia Bither
ICA Hindi School
Phone: 584-9352
Or

Arnav Jatukaran
Phone: 789-9062

See you there!!!
PS: ICA Hindi School is looking for a principal. Please contact Rani @ -359-1641
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Thank you to Access Communications for
supporting ICA for all these years. ICA likes to
extend their gratitude and look forward to working
with Access in 2011.
Yashu Bither
ICA President 2010
Short Summary of Year of India‐2011.
MEMBERS OF THE MEDIA, GUESTS, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN:
My name is Renu Kapoor and I am the chairperson for Saskatchewan portion of “Year of India in
Canada 2011” appointed by Consul General of India in Vancouver office.
This Press Conference is to introduce the major local sponsors who have declared support for an
upcoming initiative called “Year of India in Canada 2011”. Thank you coming.
In 2009 when Prime Minister Harper was in New Delhi, our two prime ministers made a joint declaration
that talked about the many values and beliefs shared by India and Canada.
“Year of India in Canada 2011” is a testament to that bond between our two countries. This will be a year
long celebration featuring cultural and culinary events, seminars and trade shows, a film festival, and other
public events across Canada.
In Regina, seven exciting events will be held throughout 2011 – the first of which is scheduled for April
9th. Stay tuned for details.
To emcee and moderate today’s press conference, I would like to introduce Councilor Louis Browne, a
huge champion of this project since he first heard about it last year. As you know, he is currently
representing Ward 1 on the Regina City Council for a second term. Many community groups are grateful
for Louis’ ongoing involvement and support.
Louis, before you take over, please help me in unveiling the official logo of “Year of India in Canada
2011” …
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Past President’s Report (Summary 2010)
During the last AGM in Dec 2009, when I was elected as the new ICA president, I knew that there is lot of
work ahead. Year 2010 has been a year full of many exciting events. The ICA board, numerous ICA
supporters and volunteers worked very hard to accomplish many goals set out for the year.
These are some of the highlights for the 2010:
 Republic Day Celebration - Friday January 29, 2010
 ICA Semi-AGM - Sunday Apr 18, 2010
 Mosaic – Thu-Sat Jun 03-05, 2010
 Hindi School Graduation - Saturday Jun 19, 2010
 Independence Day - Sunday Aug 15, 2010
 Music Program - Saturday Aug 28, 2010
 ICA Supper Night – Saturday Sep 25, 2010
 Gandhi Celebration – Saturday Oct 02, 2010
 Diwali Celebration – Saturday Nov 6, 2010 with special fireworks display.
 ICA AGM- Sunday Dec 5, 2010
Some of other exciting news were:
 This year as a special undertaking ICA was pleased to nominate Mrs. Renu Kapoor as Honorary
Ambassador for Mosaic. Mosaic this year was a very successful event. There have been many
moments when I got a very positive feedback from large number of community members and
RMC board members. We had more sales in all sections and thus more profit for ICA. We have
stronger ties with RMC through our regular participation.
 Mr. Arnav Jatukaran was nominated through ICA and was awarded SOHL’s Youth Bursary.
 ICA’s efforts were largely applauded for organizing the Consular visit from Vancouver office.
There were many who benefited from this visit and received their Visa and information on many
other applications right here in Regina.
 ICA has current membership with MLAR, SOHL and MCos.
 Our membership is increasing.
 Supper Night was a very well attended and successful event; we had over 500 people attend.
$28,000.00 was donated to this year’s charity Ranch Erhlo Community. We had many dignitaries
from various levels of government. We also had Mr. Ashok Das, Consul General of India,
Vancouver as our special guest. All who were present greatly appreciated ICA’s efforts in putting
together such an event. Thanks to event chair Mrs. Renu Kapoor and other committee members for
all the work.
 Hindi School is in full swing under the guidance of principal Mr. Karan Toor and Assistant teacher
Arnav Jatukaran. We also had help from time to time from sub-teacher Mrs. Zinnia Bither.
 Diwali function was very successful this year. Good entertainment and fireworks. We had almost
raised $800 through membership. ICA board and volunteers have made a great effort in reaching
out to every existing and new member of the community.
In the end, I am pleased to say that the current board although with some challenges did a great job
throughout the year. Thanks to all the team work! ICA has given us an opportunity to represent ourselves
largely in the community and now ICA has image of its own in this culturally diverse city.
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I like to thank all the board members, patron Mrs. Renu Kapoor and all those who helped me through this.
I also like to take this opportunity to welcome the new executive and the new board for 2011.
I wish everyone a Merry Christmas and joyful new year.

Respectfully submitted,
Yashu Bither
President, ICA 2010

Celebrate India’s Republic Day with the India Canada Association of
Saskatchewan and Regina Public Library
January 26th is one of the most important days in Indian history. On this
date in 1950 the Indian constitution came into force. This day the whole
nation pays tribute to Mahatma Gandhi (the father of the nation) and
numerous freedom fighters who sacrificed their lives for the independence
of their country. Known as Republic Day, January 26 is perhaps the most
popular national holiday in India. Join us for a presentation of local
celebrations in Regina, followed by refreshments. Everyone welcome. The
Venue is at PRL Film Theatre which is located inside Central Library, in the
heart of downtown Regina, on 12th Avenue between Lorne and Smith
Street. The Theatre is on the lower level of the Library. Phone: 306-7776104 Central Library.
Date for this event is Wednesday Jan 26th from 7:00 pm - 9:00 pm
Note: this event is followed by a month of Indian feature films, every
Wednesday in February, in honor of the Year of India in Canada. Check out
http://www.reginalibrary.ca/calendar/month.php?cid=7 for more details.
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Regina to host numerous Year of India events
Regina is to host a number of special events in the new year as part of the Year of India in Canada 2011.
At the launch on Monday, Renu Kapoor, chairwoman for the 2011 celebrations in Saskatchewan, said the
upcoming events are a great opportunity for Saskatchewan residents to get to know more about India.
There is to be a year of cultural events, literary workshops, seminars, trade shows and other public events
to take place across Canada. Regina was chosen by the High Commissioner of India as one of only eight
participating cities.
Kapoor said the idea sprung from a 2009 meeting between Canada's and India's prime ministers.
"They talked about the relationships we have. So many different things we have in common, so as the
result of that they decided to have the 2011 celebrations," she explained.
"The government of India is actually looking after all the entertainment coming directly from India, so
they are not local from Canada."
The first scheduled event is to happen on April 9. More information about it will be released in January.
Kapoor said Saskatchewan has a very strong trade relationship with India, so to have Regina be one of
only eight cities chosen to participate in the year-long event seemed right.
Coun. Louis Browne agreed with Kapoor. He believes the celebrations are good for Regina and that's why
the city has contributed $15,000 for the event.
"What's important for Saskatchewan citizens to appreciate is (that) Saskatchewan accounts for almost half
of all of Canada's exports to India," said Browne. "We are selling nearly $1 billion of goods to that
country. So we have a vested interest in their prosperity and their doing well. As they do well and as they
continue to grow, we will be able to sell more goods to them and simultaneously we'll also be able to
import more, share more, and strengthen our relationship."
The province has also pledged $20,000 to help support the event.
Vianne Timmons, president of the University of Regina, is equally happy about the upcoming
celebrations. Having once worked in India, she said the place holds a special place in her heart. Timmons
said the U of R fully supports the upcoming celebrations. The U of R has pledged $100,000 in
scholarships for students from India.
"I'm really excited about 2011," said Timmons. "It is this celebration and also the celebration of the 100th
anniversary of Regina College. There are a number of events to celebrate the two events."
Kapoor, Timmons and Browne are encouraging the public to take in the upcoming India in Canada events.
© Copyright (c) The Regina Leader-Post
Read more:
http://www.leaderpost.com/Regina+host+numerous+Year+India+events/3972407/story.html#ixzz19vB1b
pPP
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Andrew Scheer, MP, Regina Qu'Appelle
Year of India 2011

It is with regret that I am unable to attend the Press Conference this a.m as the House is sitting
and I am in Ottawa.
It is an honour for Regina to be chosen as one of the eight participating cities to host the "Year
of India in Canada 2011 celebration."
The Year of India 2011 will ensure that we deepen the ties between our two countries as we
celebrate cultural events, attend workshops and seminars. We will continue to work on building
bridges and the Year of India will deepen our knowledge and understanding as we enjoy the
friendship and partnership that our two countries share.
I would like to congratulate the India Canada Association of Saskatchewan for all their hard
work.
The Association is an important part of our community. I am very excited for the upcoming
celebrations and look forward to enjoying all the cultural events that will take place in 2011.
Statement by the Hon. Ralph Goodale, MP (Wascana)
2011 -- A year of "India in Canada" ... and in Regina in particular:
With Parliament continuing in session today, I regret that I cannot be
with you in person in Regina to participate in this announcement of activities
pertaining to "2011: The Year of India in Canada".
Nonetheless, I want to congratulate Regina for being chosen one of only
eight Canadian cities to be the main hubs of events for this coming year.
And thank you to the Indian High Commissioner to Canada for making this
selection.
My special congratulations go the ever-active India Canada Association of
Saskatchewan for leading the charge.
This vibrant organization plays a leadership role in our community in so
many ways -- at Mosaic, in celebrating India's national day, the
commemoration of Ghandi, the annual Supper Nights in support of so many
good causes, frequent cultural, religious and social gatherings, and on it
goes. The ICA is truly remarkable, and consistently successful.
This is no doubt one reason why Regina has the honour of a prominent role
in the plans for "India in Canada Year". Well done!
There is much to applaud in the relationship between our two countries:
* India and Canada are fellow members of the Commonwealth;
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both are Parliamentary democracies founded upon Westminster principles;
we both have federal systems of government;
our legal codes have similar roots and principles;
we are both committed to pluralistic societies;
more than a million Canadian citizens are of Indian origin; and
annual trade (each way) is approaching $2 billion per year.

But there is so much more we can and should do together. To build toward
a bigger, more prosperous relationship requires much greater knowledge in
Canada about India, and in India about Canada.
The time is now! That's what this upcoming special year is all about.
My thanks and best wishes to all the organizers, participants and
sponsors. This endeavour is most worthwhile -- indeed, it's essential.
I wish you every success and look forward to taking part in everything on
the agenda. May this year be a triumph of mutual progress for both our nations.

The Honourable Bill Hutchinson,
Minister of Tourism, Parks, Culture and Sport
Year of India 2011
Good morning everyone.
On behalf of Premier Wall and my colleagues in government …I want to tell you how pleased we are that
Regina is one of the nine Canadian cities that were chosen to take part in the “Year of India in Canada”
celebrations.
The relationship between our country and India has been one of strong ties between two Commonwealth
countries. And the relationship between our province and India is similarly friendly and strong.
As you know, Saskatchewan is a major world exporter and we actually lead all Canadian provinces in
trade with India. Indeed, India is Saskatchewan’s third most important market…with sales growing from
just over $300 million in 2005 to nearly a billion dollars in 2009.
We are continuing to build those economic ties with our Asian friend.
For example, just last month Canpotex made a big sale to India…a deal that will send…at
minimum…500,000 tonnes of potash to India every year…for five years. India and Saskatchewan also
have a strong connection through post-secondary education.
Our universities and other post-secondary institutions have long-standing exchange programs with India
involving students, scholars and teachers.
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Canada…Saskatchewan…and India share many principles. Social, political and economic
justice…freedom of thought, expression, belief, faith and worship…equality of status and
opportunity…the dignity of the individual and the unity and integrity of the Nation.
People of Indian heritage contribute to Saskatchewan...in science, health care, engineering, academics,
volunteerism, social responsibility and philanthropy…and…to our multicultural society.
The Government of Saskatchewan is committed to supporting multiculturalism…because we know that
diversity makes our province stronger. That is why the province is pleased to contribute $20,000 to help
with the Year of India in Canada activities in Saskatchewan.
Our provincial motto…"From Many Peoples Strength"…reflects Saskatchewan's multicultural
heritage…a heritage that is woven throughout the tapestry of our province…
The wonderful food, music, movies, art and traditions of the Indo-Canadian community add to
Saskatchewan's already vibrant culture……creating an even richer blend of backgrounds and
traditions…enhancing our quality of life, pride in our communities and our growing economy.
I am excited about the upcoming celebrations and pleased our provincial government could help out.
Thank you.

Year of India News Conference
Monday, December 13, 2010 at 11 a.m.
Greetings from Mayor Pat Fiacco
I regret that I am unable to be with you in person to help unveil the plans for the Year of India
2011 celebrations in Regina.
Regina City Council has a vision for our community: Imagine Regina 2020 – Canada’s most
vibrant, inclusive, attractive, sustainable community where people live in harmony and thrive in
opportunity. These celebration plans fit well with this vision and my Council colleagues and I
were pleased to approve funding of $15,000 to help make this celebration a success.
I recently had the opportunity to travel to India for the Commonwealth Games. The people of
Delhi were terrific hosts to the Commonwealth athletes, coaches, officials, and spectators. It was
my first visit to India and I was struck by the incredible number of people living there.
Unfortunately, I was equally awestruck by the sheer number of people living in extreme poverty.
In spite of their dire circumstances, they are a proud people and I admire their strength of
character.
I had the opportunity to take in some of India’s most amazing sites such as the Taj Mahal. I also
visited Gandhi’s grave, which was a moving, spiritual experience.
I commend everyone involved in the Year of India 2011 festivities in Regina for their dedication
in putting together a wonderful celebration worthy of the proud people of India.

Pat Fiacco
Mayor, City of Regina
Page 13 of 28

Honourable Dr. Lynda Haverstock
Year of India 2011
The Honourable Dr. Lynda Haverstock, President/CEO of Tourism Saskatchewan, brought
greetings from the organization. In her remarks, Dr. Haverstock reflected upon Saskatchewan’s
motto – From Many Peoples Strength. “This meaningful pronouncement continues to resound in
the vibrant tapestry of our cultures and traditions, and through the efforts of citizens who so
willingly share their fascinating backgrounds and special gifts,” Dr. Haverstock said. “It is fitting
for our province to be chosen to play a key role in the Year of India in Canada celebrations.
Tourism Saskatchewan is eager to assist in “spreading the word” about the exciting events . . .
We look forward to providing guests who are planning to visit with information about our province
and about the festivities that will pay tribute to the important partnership between nations with
such esteemed and remarkable histories.”

Dr. Vianne Timmons, President and Vice-Chancellor, U of R
Press Conference, “Year of India- December 13, 2010.
Good morning everyone. It’s my pleasure to be here to bring greetings on behalf of the University of
Regina – and to express our support for India Year in Canada.
I’m so excited about 2011! For one thing, the coming year marks the 100th Anniversary of Regina
College, the precursor to the University of Regina. We’ll be having a number of events to celebrate
that throughout the year.
And on top of that, 2011 is the year of India in Canada – something the University of Regina is proud
to be supporting along with the City of Regina and the Province of Saskatchewan.
Personally, I have a strong connection to India. I worked there for eight years as part of a project to
improve the educational situation there for children with disabilities. I found India to be a country of
so many contrasts, and such cultural diversity. Working there was a transformational experience, so
hosting events here in Regina is very exciting for me on a personal level. India is home to so many
beautiful cultural elements, and it is wonderful that all of us will have the opportunity to experience
some of that here in Regina.
And from the University’s perspective, the Year of India in Canada is a perfect fit! We have a strong
relationship with different institutions in India already – such as the SNDT Women’s University in
Mumbai. India is a cultural, economic, research and educational powerhouse – and there are so many
areas where we share interests and can develop partnerships.
Many of our faculty members and students – approximately 100 of them – come from India. We’re
looking to build on this through things like the scholarship fund we just announced in honour of the
Year of Indian in Canada. This fund will provide $100,000 in scholarships for students coming to the
University of Regina from India.
As a University President, I think it’s important to internationalize our University campuses. I view
universities as places where the world comes together – students and faculty members from different
countries, for example. Meeting people from other countries broadens our understanding, gives us
global perspectives, and helps us appreciate the beauty of other cultures.
In short, it helps give our students an international education right here in their own back yard!
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India Year in Canada is going to help do this – and that’s why the University is so proud to support it.
Throughout 2011, we’ll be helping host and organize several events – two of which I already know
about. One is an exhibition of Indian art in the student art gallery, in conjunction with the annual
MOSAIC cultural festival in June. The other is an Indian dance and music performance, scheduled to
be held in April on campus. More details on both events will be coming in the next couple of months.
These will be great ways to celebrate the contributions Indian culture is making to our province, and
our University, and I am looking forward to having members of the public on campus for them. In
closing – the University of Regina is thrilled to provide support for the Year of India in Canada, and I
would like to thank the organizing committee, as well as the other sponsors, for their contributions to
this important initiative. The Year of India in Canada is a great opportunity for our city and
province to celebrate our multiculturalism – and one more reason for all of us to look forward to
2011!
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THE REGINA FOLK FESTIVAL is pleased to announce:

KIRAN AHLUWALIA
Friday, January 28th
at the Artesian (2627 13th Ave)
Doors open at 8:00pm

One of the world's foremost interpreters of Punjabi folk songs and Indian ghazals - the sensual and highly literary
poetry about unrequited love and passion for all things, Kiran Ahluwalia explores the language of the heart with
beautiful artistry and deep intensity. Born in India, raised in Canada, and now living in New York City, her
enchanting and seductive music has garnered glowing praise from critics around the world. Hers is "a voice
destined to enchant more than one generation" and she possesses "a deep spirituality and tranquility that borders
on the mystic". But most of all, Kiran Ahluwalia is a unique, inspiring performer and composer, who's legion of fans
continues to grow with every captivating performance and each new recording project.

Advance tickets are $20 available in person, by phone (525-6400) or online through The Globe
Theatre Box Office NOW and in person at Bird Films or Vintage Vinyl TOMORROW.
$25 at the door (subject to availability and with cash only)
Visit Kiran online at www.kiranmusic.com.
This concert will have theatre style rush seating.
Be sure to arrive early to get great seats!
For more information regarding the RFF Concert Series please visit our website at www.reginafolkfestival.com or email
info@reginafolkfestival.com. For media materials on this or any of our other concerts in the RFF Concert Series, please see our media
sharing page.

Sponsors of the Regina Folk Festival Concert Series Include:
Saskatchewan Arts Board, SOCAN Foundation, Canadian Heritage, HRSDC, SaskCulture, City of Regina, Global Regina,
Leader-Post, Rawlco Radio, CBC, 91.3 CJTR, Radio-Canada Saskatchewan, Ramada, prairie dog magazine
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Renu Kapoor has been named the CTV Regina Citizen of the Year for 2010.
Source: CTV Regina
Date: Friday Dec. 31, 2010 6:04 PM CST

The CTV Regina Citizen of the Year for 2010 is Renu Kapoor.
Renu Kapoor was acknowledged for her tireless efforts as a volunteer.
Kapoor was born, raised and educated in India. She furthered her studies in the US, where she
earned a Masters in Social Work in 1969 from the University of Wisconsin, Milwaukee. Kapoor is
a registered social worker and a certified addiction counselor. She has worked in the field of
mental health and addictions for 35 years.
In 1965, Kapoor moved to Regina, where her efforts to better the lives of everyone are well
documented. Her volunteerism extends to the fundraising of local, provincial, national and
international projects. She has played a leading role in funding treatment of Osteoporosis.
In 2002, Kapoor received the National Builder Award from Osteoporosis Canada. In 2010, she
was a board member and fundraising chair for Regina Public Library. She was also named the
honorary ambassador for Mosaic. In 2011, she will chair the Year of India in Canada celebration,
a year-long event.
In announcing the recognition, CTV Saskatchewan Vice President Wade Moffatt noted Renu
Kapoor has donated thousands of hours in fundraising efforts to a diverse number of causes. He
characterized her efforts as "exceptional service and dedication to the community of Regina."
Renu Kapoor has been recognized previously with the YWCA Volunteer of the Year Award in
1995. And in 2007, she received the YWCA Women of Distinction Lifetime Achievement Award.
The 2010 CTV Regina Citizen of the Year Award will be formally presented to Renu Kapoor
early in 2011.
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Mahatma Gandhi: from lawyer to national liberator
http://www.abc.net.au/rn/lawreport/stories/2010/3086770.htm#transcript
With Christmas almost upon us, it's an opportunity to think about how faith, hope and strength can come in its many
different forms.
This week's program, first broadcast back in March, marks the 80th anniversary of what many regard as one of the
turning points of modern history.
In March 1930, Mahatma Gandhi set off on the march to Dandi, a 390km walk that shook the British empire to its
core and ignited a flame in the hearts of millions of Indians.
How did Gandhi, a retiring commercial lawyer, morph into a feisty human rights advocate and then morph again into
a brilliant political strategist?
This program was first broadcast in March 2010.

Transcript
This transcript was typed from a recording of the program. The ABC cannot guarantee its complete accuracy
because of the possibility of mishearing and occasional difficulty in identifying speakers.
Damien Carrick: Welcome to The Law Report.
This week, a program marking the 80th anniversary of what many regard as one of the turning points of modern
history: the Salt March to Dandi.
In March 1930 when India was still very much under the thumb of the British Empire, the great independence
activist, Mahatma Gandhi, together with 78 followers, set off from an ashram on a 390 kilometre march to the town
Dandi, on the Arabian Sea.
The march was a protest against the British monopoly on the sale of salt. By travelling to the sea and picking up a
few grains, Gandhi was deliberately and very visibly breaking a bad law, a law that had become a symbol of
oppression. The protest was wildly successful. Along the route huge crowds gathered.
When the group finally reached Dandi, 50,000 people were there to greet them. The march grabbed newspaper
headlines around the world and turn Gandhi into a household name. And this was really only the beginning. The
protest inspired mass civil disobedience on a scale never seen before. Millions of Indians broke the law by making
and selling salt, and the boycott soon spread to other goods, like cloth.
These campaigns changed the way the world looked at the Indian struggle for independence. And inside India, it
galvanised millions to the idea that in the face of oppression, it's possible to use passive resistance to obtain greater
control over one's own life and future.
Commentator: There were numerous prosecutions, more numerous arrests. Far more numerous detentions;
forcible seizures of salt and brutal and savage assaults on the people. And yet there was unbreakable peace
everywhere, and greater determination to prosecute the campaign. The war against the salt tax continued.
Damien Carrick: The man who led the march was of course Mahatma Gandhi, an extraordinary person. He was a
London-trained lawyer. He respected the British legal system, and for many years used the courts to fight for the
rights of the Indian community in South Africa. But ultimately, Gandhi turned to civil disobedience to pull down an
unjust legal and political system.
Charles DiSalvo: I think you have to look at the one who commits civil disobedience as one who is both inside the
law and outside the law. You're clearly outside the law when you violate a rule or a statute, but a true civil
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disobedient has a very deep belief in the rule of law, because a civil disobedient subjects himself to punishment,
and therefore accepts the rule of law, and that's what Gandhi really believed in at the end.
Damien Carrick: Law professor Charles DiSalvo at the West Virginia University. He's a world-renowned expert on
Gandhi. Well how did Gandhi, who started his life as a commercial lawyer, morph into a feisty human rights
advocate and then morph again into a brilliant political activist?
Gandhi was steeped in the ancient Buddhist and Hindu philosophy of Ahimsa, which translates as the avoidance of
all violence. But Gandhi was also a lawyer, and the law isn't so gentle; it's all about winners and losers, it's about
liability, culpability, accountability and sometimes it's about punishment and retribution.
So how did Ahimsa and the law, in many ways contradictory philosophies, how did they coexist within Gandhi?
Charles DiSalvo.
Charles DiSalvo: That contradiction is embodied in Gandhi's practise of law. Gandhi was so known for his
contradictions that abound in his practice. I'll give you an example: when he was practising in Durban, an indentured
servant came to his office; he had been beaten by his master. And Gandhi went to bat for this person, and secured
his rights and secured his safety, a great thing for a poor person.
The next week, Gandhi was in court seeing to it that one of the tenants of one of his clients was being evicted from
his business, and the fellow was in court shortly thereafter pleading insolvency. So you see this contradiction in
Gandhi's practice, but it takes him a long time to work out.
Damien Carrick: So he was able to work on behalf of the little guy in some context, but also work on behalf of the
rich and powerful in other contexts?
He went to South Africa, I understand, to do the commercial legal work of an Indian businessman Adata Abdullah in
Durban, and gradually his practice morphs, and it morphs into a civil right, human rights sort of practice. How did
that happen? I understand it was actually initially through protecting the interests of this to some degree, privileged
group of people.
Charles DiSalvo: That's correct. When Gandhi arrives in South Africa, he's approached by the merchant class.
They ask him to be their political organiser, essentially. Gandhi says, 'I'd be happy to do that, but I can't take money
for that; that's not right, it's public work, I'm going to do that for free. But I'm going to ask you to give me your legal
business.' And the merchants do, and then he begins representing them while at the same time being the political
organiser. He establishes as his basic method for protecting Indian rights (which were under attack by the Natal
government), petition. Gandhi believed in British fair play, and thought that if he just petitioned the government
sufficiently, they would rectify any mistakes that were being made.
Damien Carrick: So if you just pointed out to them the injustices of their proposed laws, then they'd see the light?
Charles DiSalvo: That's exactly what he believed.
Damien Carrick: It's not cricket, and they would acquiesce?
Charles DiSalvo: Precisely. It took him quite a few years to see the futility of that approach, and that's what turned
him to litigation, and he started then to use the courts to assert and defend Indian rights.
Damien Carrick: And that was at a time when some pretty ugly legislation was brought in, I think it was basically to
try and push Indians and other non-whites out of business. Businesses were required licences, and to get one, you
needed to maintain all your books in English, comply with sanitation laws, and have premises that 'were fit for the
intended trade', and of course this was all code for 'Let's attack non-white people'.
Charles DiSalvo: That's correct. The Indian merchants were fierce competitors with European colonial merchants,
and they pretty consistently did better than the Europeans, and Europeans decided that since they had the
leverance of government under their control, they would use them to push the inside of business, and out of the
country if possible. And Gandhi's job was at that point, to use the courts to resist that. The Dealers' Licences Act
was the most pernicious of those statutes that he was fighting, requiring merchants to have licences from the
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government, and interestingly, the government established basically no standards for these permits, giving itself
carte blanche to deny them without any standards.
Damien Carrick: And so Gandhi decides to fight these laws. And he takes up the case of a Mr Moosa Haji Adam,
who was an Indian fruit and vegetable stallholder, wasn't it?
Charles DiSalvo: Yes, he was. He had a cart that he would wheel out on the street every day and set up shop, and
then take it down every night. The officials thought that he needed a permit to do this, and Gandhi resisted that in
court, and actually won that case, giving him some hope that the government courts could actually be used to fight
the government.
Damien Carrick: Gandhi won the right for due process. I think the idea was this stall wasn't a shop and therefore
didn't need a licence, so therefore the stallholder only received a nominal fine. But he won the battle, but he wasn't
winning the war. Gandhi wasn't achieving an overthrowing of the laws, he was just fighting in these sorts of cases
for due process.
Charles DiSalvo: I'll give you an example of that. The town councils which had authority over the licensing process,
would refuse to give applicants reasons for the denial of the licence, and Gandhi and a colleague, a European
colleague, took that matter to court, and they won. The court agreed that the town councils had to give applicants
who'd been denied licences, reasons. So the town councils would continue to deny folks their licences. Gandhi and
his colleagues were able to force them to give reasons, and then that was the end of it, they still could deny the
licences. Gandhi never went to the Natal Supreme Court to ask the court to declare that the denial of a licence to an
Indian, because he was Indian, was improper. And I think that he didn't do that because he knew what the result
would be.
Damien Carrick: He was afraid of the answer that ultimately the courts would say 'Yes, racially-based laws are
fine'.
Charles DiSalvo: Exactly.
Damien Carrick: So he was engaged in these battles which were all about the minutiae of the law, the application
of the law, of grossly unfair laws against individuals, and he was fighting for the individuals, but he wasn't getting
anywhere in the big picture. As a result of these setbacks, or this inability to have a wider impact, did Gandhi
become progressively less interested in arguing about legislation in courtrooms, and more about how am I going to
undermine this big legal and political situation?
Charles DiSalvo: And the transition takes place in Johannesburg. After Gandhi practised in Durban for quite a
while, he eventually moved his practice to Johannesburg. When he arrives there, he finds that the Europeans have
established, or were establishing at the time, a modern electric tram system. It's segregated, so instead of simply
going to court to try to have this declared improper, what he does instead is he sends out Indians to violate the rules
against Indian ridership and to get arrested and they go to court. This is his first foray into civil disobedience. And
he's using civil disobedience not so much as part of a broad social movement, but instead as a tactic within the
legal system to bring a case into court. He makes several attempts at this. The Europeans outfox him and prohibit
his effort from going forward, and the tramcars remain segregated. But Gandhi now has his hand in civil
disobedience for the first time.
Damien Carrick: And he moves progressively further and further down that path, and away from the courts.
Charles DiSalvo: He does. But not without first deciding to become a resistance attorney. In the first ten years, the
first decade of the 20th century in Johannesburg, the government required Indians to register and to be
fingerprinted. Gandhi led a very wide movement to have Indians resist that requirement. He himself refused to obey
the law, but he also offered to represent resisters for free, which he did, many, many times over, and did nothing for
a period of time except represent resisters. Finally, he himself is sent to jail for resistance, and that begins the last
period of his practice where he eventually tails off from practice and becomes a full-time resister.
Damien Carrick: While living in South Africa, Gandhi used the court system to agitate for racial equality. But even
during this time, the way he used and didn't use the legal system was heavily influenced by his understanding of
Ahimsa, the ancient Indian philosophy of non-violence. At this time, Gandhi was developing into a brilliant political
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strategist, and applying his Ahimsaa in a way that while not very successful in South Africa at the time, would, years
later in India, change the course of the 20th century.
It's really interesting, Gandhi was interested during this time in using the courts to fight discriminatory legislation, but
he wasn't interested in using the law and the courts to convict or to seek compensation when Indian people were
assaulted, or detained. Why was that?
Charles DiSalvo: There is actually a variety of reasons for that. A number of things: people look at Gandhi as a
saint, and there certainly are good grounds to do that. He had a deep spiritual life, but he was also a very, very
shrewd politician. So when wrongs were committed against himself or against the Indian community, he was very
slow to reach for remedies the legal system offered. Instead, he wanted to demonstrate to oppressors that he and
the Indian community had this deep love for the oppressor, and there were many purposes to that. One was to
demonstrate to the oppressor that the Indians were strong. Another was to try to convert the oppressor to the
Indians' point of view. Gandhi really believed in the unity of mankind and that was part of it. And then finally, there
was a very deep political aspect to this. I'll give you an example. When Gandhi returned to South Africa from India
one time, there was a crowd of about 5,000 men on the shore ready to lynch him.
Damien Carrick: This was at the port in Durban.
Charles DiSalvo: The attorney-general of the colony convinces the crowd to disperse, and in the evening Gandhi
comes onshore, but he's spotted, and a group of people surround him and beat him within an inch of his life. The
attorney-general comes to him afterwards and says, 'You want to prosecute?' and Gandhi says,' No, I don't want to
prosecute'. And the attorney-general is just very, very grateful to Gandhi for this, because it gets him off of a big
political hook, and Gandhi's view was 'This is the right thing to do, not to prosecute, it's an example of Ahimsa, but
beyond that it's politically smart, because now I can gain favour with the attorney-general and the rest of the political
establishment in Natal. And it proved to be a failed strategy, but that was his idea.
Damien Carrick: and I think in the town of Heidelberg, at one point a lot of Indian clerks and shopkeepers were
rounded up and held in prison and then they were released, because there was really no legal basis to violate their
rights in that way. And there was discussion about whether to take civil action against the authorities for this
unlawful imprisonment, and Gandhi counselled against that.
Charles DiSalvo: He did. And he did it on a strategy that relies upon the sympathy of the public. The way Gandhi
viewed a change is occurring was through the conversion of the opponent, and this notion was if we bring a civil
action for damages for these folks who were wronged, that that just continues the hostility between Europeans and
the Indians. Whereas if we say we're not going to sue, we're not going to pursue our legal remedies, we're going to
be exhibiting love and charity, or as he put it at the time, 'We're going to create a favourable impression on the
minds of those who are watching us.'
Damien Carrick: Charles de Salvo, lawyers listening to this conversation may well find this approach counterintuitive, even indeed confronting; I mean we both live in pretty litigious countries; many of us think that the law is
about establishing a framework of mutual rights and mutual respect, and you use that legal framework to make
people and institutions accountable, and asserting rights fosters the rule of law, and you're suggesting that here's a
lawyer who's kind of turning his back—at some points using this framework to pursue the agenda, at other points,
turning his back on it.
Charles DiSalvo: Well I think you have to understand the political context in which Gandhi worked. The courts were
not there to dispense equal justice, the courts were there to reflect the desires of the establishment; the courts were
reflecting the power structure of the time, and I think Gandhi had a very realistic understanding that the playing field
was not level, and that if he was going to go to court and lose, perhaps a better tack would be not to go to court and
try to gain some sympathy for his cause by doing so.
Damien Carrick: But it sounds like in some of these cases you've just spoken about, he might well have won. The
law, even though it was loaded in some areas, in terms of this licence legislation and what-have-you, it also
provided some rights which could be asserted. So he was turning his back on some of the areas of the law which
were more neutral, and which might have provided remedy or standing or status, and might have provided
precedent for Indian people.
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Charles DiSalvo: I think he understood the limits of the law as a tool for social change. I think he made a calculus
that there was more to be gained by being seen, refraining from the use that the remedies that the law allows, as
opposed to attempting to serve one's rights in a system that was probably not fair to Indian people at that time.
Damien Carrick: Speaking more generally about his attitude to the law, it was an ambiguous relationship, even
though he was a lawyer. I understand that he 'refused to swerve from the truth to earn money from lying or coaching
witnesses, or representing false cases.' I think even at one point he referred to the law as 'a liar's profession', he
saw it as an instrument, he had great respect for it but he also saw it as a grey institution, or a grey situation.
Charles DiSalvo: He didn't see that in terms of his own practice, he saw it in black and white terms. There are at
least two occasions that I've been able to document on which he took very public positions with regard to the truth
at trial. In one instance, he was litigating on behalf of a steamship line in Durban, that had discharged its captain for
dishonesty. At one point during the trial, Gandhi's in an argument with the magistrate about shipping law. The
magistrate turns to Gandhi and just explodes at him, and says, 'Have you read your shipping law?' And
astonishingly, for Gandhi was a meticulous lawyer in terms of preparation, he responds, 'No'. And he did this in a
public court room with all the local press present, and they all reported it the next day.
This was a watershed moment for Gandhi when he had to decide whether to tell the truth or not, and he told the
truth. Interestingly, that redounded to his benefit not only politically, but also personally. He developed a reputation
of being a completely honest lawyer, as a result of which he had more business than he could handle.
Damien Carrick: So he fronted up, acknowledged his lack of research or preparation, and that ultimately didn't hurt
him?
Charles DiSalvo: Right. Because people said, 'Well you know, I've got a case here; I want somebody who's going
to take it seriously, I want somebody whom the courts are going to respect; I'm going to go to Gandhi, because
everybody knows that when Gandhi takes a case, he's taking it because he believes in it, and because the believes
the client is being truthful'. And he made an enormous amount of money in part as a result of that.
Damien Carrick: Charles, I know that Gandhi was a Hindu and not a Buddhist, but Ahimsa is a philosophy with
deep roots in both traditions, and there's an ancient Buddhist story of a bodhisattva, and that's a person or a saint
who has attained enlightenment but they stick around on earth to help less evolved mortals like us attain
enlightenment. And I understand the story goes that there'sa bodhisattva, he's travelling on a ship which is carrying
500 people, and he knows that someone is trying to kill everyone on board, so he thinks about the best course of
action and he goes ahead and he kills the guy, and he saves 500 lives. And the moral of the story is that sometimes
violence is consistent with non-violence. What would Gandhi have made of that? Because that's a difficult issue.
Charles DiSalvo: In typical Gandhian fashion, he takes contradictory positions on this. At one point in his life he
says 'If your choice is between being non-violent because you're a coward, and being violent; be violent, don't be a
coward, that's worse than being violent.' And so that's one approach. But for most of the time, Gandhi is pretty close
to an absolutist about these things. There's probably no greater example of this than the Darshana salt raids that
took place in India after Gandhi had quit his practice. There was a tax on salt in India that the Indians objected to
because the British held the monopoly on salt. Gandhi was arrested just before the raid took place but it unfolded
right after his arrest and there was a massive brutality exhibited by the establishment against the folks who
protested the salt works at Darshana, and there was tremendous violence visited upon him with no reaction. To me
that's one of the striking examples of the absolutism of Gandhi's approach. It redounded to the Indians' benefit, it
was at great cost but the reward was sympathy from the public.
Damien Carrick: Following one of these terrible incidents, a British journalist who was covering India said 'Today
the west has lost all moral high ground because these people have shown us up and shown us that we're just
morally bankrupt here and this colonial system is rotten to the core.'
Charles DiSalvo: And shown real courage. It's easy to pick up a gun. It's difficult to receive a blow, and the Indians
clearly were the more courageous at that time.
Commentator: Daily Gandhi tramped about ten miles. On the way he spoke on his familiar themes, beseeching the
people to abjure alcohol, abandon child marriage and, when the signal came, to break the salt law. As the
procession marched through village after village, the people followed the fortunes of this marching column from day
to day and the temperature of the country went up.
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Truth was once again on the march. Never was the wave of patriotism so powerful in the hearts of Indians as it was
on this great occasion. The eyes of the world were focused on Gandhi and on Dandi, a small village on the
seashore in Gujarat , which was preparing to receive streams of men and women.
Damien Carrick: This idea of gaining the respect of your oppressors by accepting unearned violence or injustice
and not striking back with equal force and violence, and I guess the idea is rising above the oppression. That does
presuppose a free press that can convey what's happening to the oppressed people and convey that information,
what's actually happening to the oppressing community, it presupposes a degree of freedom of expression, rule of
law, civil society. I'm not saying that the Indians had that in South Africa or in India at the time, but there was a civil
society rule of law, a legal system operating in the British Empire, which could allow for free media, free debate, the
assertion of some rights in courts.
Charles DiSalvo: There is an argument that civil disobedience in particular, and non-violence in general, cannot be
effective in a totalitarian society in which there is not a free media. The basis of that argument derives from an
understanding of civil disobedience. It goes like this: First there is the civil disobedience action which causes the
disobedient to suffer. The public sees that suffering and sympathises with it. That sympathy then translates into
political pressure on decision-makers to remedy the situation, and then finally you have some curative institutional
action at the end of the chain. And the argument is well, if you don't have a free media to disseminate word of the
non-violent disobedience suffering to the public, you don't get the political pressure that results in change. And I
think there's some merit to that argument.
At the same time, in today's world I think it's going to be harder and harder for totalitarian regimes to retain a
monopoly or to close down the media, given the internet. Conditions may have changed to alter that analysis.
Damien Carrick: Martin Luther King in your country was very much inspired and informed by Gandhi, and he
thought very much in terms of changing the views of the white majority and using his example and those of his
supporters to convey that out through the media. But I'm just trying to think about other situations: say if you're in a
violent, anarchic conflict in Africa, or for instance in sort of regimes like the Burmese or the North Vietnamese
regime which have tiny ruling cliques, there's not much of a middle class to convince them, there ain't no free press,
this kind of non-violence, let's-band-together just might not work.
Charles DiSalvo: The conditions make it much more difficult because what you have to do of course is appeal to
the international community, and if you're going to make an appeal to the international community, the job of
converting observers overseas outside of your own borders, is just so much more difficult. But there is some
evidence that in some instances, it can be done. I think the regime that has Aung San Suu Kyi under its control
probably would be acting more harshly to her if the international community hadn't been alerted to what's going on
there. But I think your larger point is correct, that it's much more difficult, and there is plenty of evidence that other
attempts have failed. The situation in Rwanda of course under the Clinton administration being exhibit A.
I think you would also argue that the seeds of the government that succeeds any revolution are planted within the
revolution, that if you use violence to overthrow a government, you've taught the people that violence is an
acceptable method of political change, whereas if you use non-violence, you've taught the people that non-violence
is effective and it works, and should be the norm, and you get a better government as a result of it.
Damien Carrick: Law professor Charles DiSalvo from West Virginia University, who's currently writing a book about
Gandhi's life as a lawyer. That's the program for this week. Thanks to producer Anita Barraud.
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INDIA CANADA ASSOCIATION (ICA)
Celebrates …
India’s Republic Day
Date: Saturday, January 29, 2011.
Time: 2:00 – 4:00 PM
Location: Balfour Collegiate Auditorium
1245 College Avenue, Regina, SK.
Everyone is Welcome to attend this event!

FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT:
Mrs. Rani Bilkhu @ 359-1641 OR
Ms. Ashmita Makwana @ 737-5408 OR
Ms. Mandeep Sachdeva @ 596-9700
OR
Email: ica_regina@hotmail.com
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Da India
Curry House
Fusion East
Indian Cuisine
& sweets
is now
open
at
227 Victoria Avenue
Regina, SK
For more information:
Contact: Harry @ 306-522-1331
Or visit http://indiacurryandsweets.com/
Or Email: indiacurreysweets@hotmail.com
Take out and delivery also available
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2011 India Canada Association (ICA) Membership Form

NAME:

_______________________________________________________________
Family Name
First Name

ADDRESS:

_______________________________________________________________

CITY:

__________________PROVINCE: ________POSTAL CODE:__________

TELEPHONE: ______________________________________________________________
Home
Business
EMAIL: _____________________________________
NAME(S) OF CHILDREN: _____________________ AGE: __________SEX: _________
_____________________ AGE: __________ SEX: _________

FAMILY HOBBIES AND INTERESTES: ________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
SUGGESTIONS FOR THE ASSOCIATION: ______________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
CHILDREN’S INTERESTS: ____________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
FEE SCHEDULE: - FAMILY ($20) – SINGLE ($10) – STUDENT AND SENIOR (RETIRED) ($5)
LIFE MEMBERSHIP FOR SENIOR RETIRED SINGLE/COUPLE: $50.00

Family membership for 5 years ($90)

Single membership for 5 years ($45)

NOTE: Please mail the completed Application Form to;
ICA, P.O. Box 3373, Regina, SK S4P 3H1
Or give it to an ICA executive member.
Or E-mail ICA at ica_regina@hotmail.com.
REMINDER: ICA publishes 4 issues a year.
If you would like to get this samachar by email
Please provide us with your email address. : ____________________
Remember, membership has benefits!

SIGNATURE: ____________________
DATE: ____________________
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